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REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF COVID-19, GBV AND FEMICIDE
KEY MESSAGES
BRIEF:
South Africa will observe five days of remembrance from 25–29 November 2020 for victims of COVID-19, gender-based violence and femicide. During this period, the national flag will be flown at half-mast throughout the country from 6am to 6pm and all South Africans are encouraged to wear a black armband or any other sign to show respect for those who have departed.

The remembrance period will also be used to encourage South Africans play their part in the fight against gender-based violence and femicide as well as COVID-19.

	 
KEY MESSAGES
	SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

	Join us as we remember victims of COVID-19, gender-based violence and femicide.

	· South Africa will remember victims of COVID-19, gender-based violence and femicide from 25–29 November 2020.
· The national flag will be flown at half-mast from 6am to 6pm from Wednesday 25 November to Sunday 29 November.
· All South Africans are encouraged to wear a black armband or any other sign to show respect for those who departed.
· As government we send our condolences to the families and friends who lost their loved ones to COVID-19 or gender-based violence and femicide.
· Let us honour the victims in a meaningful way by ensuring that we adhere to lockdown restrictions and report perpetrators of gender-based violence and femicide to the police.

	We honour and remember those who sacrificed their lives to keep us safe. 
	· During this period, we also honour and remember all men and women who died while trying to save lives.
· We remember all public service officials especially frontline workers who are the first line in keeping us safe and providing much needed services.   
· We further pay tribute to men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice trying to save a woman or girl child from being attacked, abused, robbed or raped.  
· We also pay tribute to men and women who helped victims of gender-based violence and femicide to heal and become agents of change in their communities. 
· Their sacrifices will never be forgotten, neither will the countless lives they saved or touched while serving our nation. 

	As society, we must stand up and say no more.


	· As a nation, we cannot only be shocked and horrified every time a woman or child is raped or killed. 
· We must move beyond the shock and ensure that concrete actions are taken to end the scourge of GBV.
· Every South African has a duty to report perpetrators of these vile acts to their nearest police station.
· We can no longer turn a blind eye to the cries of help from the most vulnerable in our midst. 
· It is the responsibility of all South Africans to end the culture of silence around gender-based violence and report perpetrators to the police. 
· All of us, whether in our communities or in our homes must do all we can to promote and protect the rights of women and children.

	We are responding to the concerns of communities on GBV.
	· The Emergency Action Plan to deal with the scourge of gender-based violence that was announced at a special joint sitting of Parliament is being implemented. 
· Government reprioritised R1.6 billion for the plan, which focuses on improving access to justice for survivors of violence and prevention campaigns to change attitudes and behaviour. 
· It involves measures to strengthen the criminal justice process and to prioritise the creation of economic opportunities for women who are vulnerable to abuse.
· We have increased the number of shelters and care centres for survivors and improved the capacity of our police to deal with crimes of gender-based violence.
· We have made important progress in reforming our laws to give greater protection to survivors of domestic and sexual violence.
· We have introduced three amendment Bills aimed at closing the gaps that allow perpetrators of gender-based violence to evade justice and to give full effect to the rights of the country’s women and children.

	We must continue to be responsible as we fight COVID-19. 

	· Government applauds the millions of South Africans who continue to do the right things daily, such as practicing social distancing, wearing a mask, and washing their hands with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand sanitiser.
· However, the fight is far from over, we are still in the midst of a deadly virus and we cannot simply go back to life, as we once knew it. 
· Our greatest challenge now and our most important task is to ensure that we do not experience a new surge in infections. 
· Several countries around the world have been hit by a ‘second wave’ or resurgence of infections and the second wave has been more severe than the first one. 
· Continue to observe physical distancing and observe all safety protocols, even when visiting close family members and friends.
· Should you choose to meet with friends and family, visit entertainment venues, travel for leisure, or consume alcohol in restaurants, bars and taverns, you must do so responsibly.

	Government is scaling up coronavirus testing.

	· Due to the decline in new infections and the reduced pressure on our health facilities, we now have sufficient testing capacity to expand the criteria for testing.
· We are now be able to test all those who are admitted to hospital, outpatients with COVID symptoms, and individuals who have been in close contact with confirmed cases whether or not they themselves have symptoms.
· We have improved contact tracing through the deployment of the COVID Alert South Africa mobile phone app and the COVID Connect WhatsApp platform.
· Effective testing and contact tracing systems will allow us to quickly identify and contain outbreaks before they spread further.
· We call on everyone who has a smartphone to download the COVID Alert mobile app from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.
· The app has been zero-rated by mobile networks, so you can download it without any data costs. Using Bluetooth technology, the app will alert you if you have been in close contact with any other user who has tested positive for coronavirus in the past 14 days.
· The Department of Health has also developed WhatsApp and SMS systems for people without smartphones to provide them with test results and alert them to any possible exposure to the virus.



image1.jpeg
w government
communications

Department
Government Communication and Information System
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA





