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MEDIA STATEMENT

Issued by the Department of Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities
Attention: Journalists and News Editors
Pretoria, 12 March 2024

DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN, YOUTH AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES LEADS
SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATION TO THE 68" SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON
THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW68).

PRETORIA: The Department of Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities, is leading the
South African delegation at the 68" Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status
of Women (CSW68) taking place from Monday 11" March 2024 to Friday, 22" March 2024
at the United Nations (UN) Headquarters in New York.

The 2024 United Nations CSWG68 takes place under the Priority theme “Accelerating the
achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by addressing
poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective”.

As the United Nation’s largest annual gathering on gender equality and women’s
empowerment, the CSW is instrumental in promoting women’s rights and shaping global
standards on gender equality and the empowerment of women. During the commission,
South Africa will demonstrate its commitment to addressing Poverty, Inequality,
Unemployment and Social Exclusion Based on Gender, Race, Disability or Geolocation,
using the country’s constitution as the cornerstone for Human Rights and Equality which are
clearly articulated in the legislative framework.



Reducing poverty and inequality has been an overriding concern of South Africa’s
development since the advent of democracy in 1994 as articulated in the Reconstruction
and Development Programme (RDP) to now the National Development Plan Vision 2030
(NDP). South Africa remains committed to addressing gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening our
institutions so that all women and girls are empowered and can enjoy their human rights as

stipulated in the country’s constitution, which is the Bill of Rights.

The country is also committed to financing women’s and girls’ empowerment and achieving
gender equality. Minister Zulu will be addressing the Commission during the high-level
Ministerial Round Table on the theme: “Mobilizing Financing For Gender Equality And The
Empowerment of All Women And Girls: Strategies To End Women'’s And Girls’ Poverty on
12 March 2024 she will also give the South Africa National Statement to the Commission.
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